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Where? 

Emily Morris 

 

"Where am I going to go to college?" I asked myself. This whole process is way too frustrating 

and I'm not sure if I'm cut out to do it all. How am I supposed to pick the right college out of 

what seems like six million colleges? How do I know if it's the right one for me? 

I can say that I have zero clue with what I want to do in life. I know I want to have a great job, 

to be able to see family, and, most importantly, to be happy. Everyone makes it seem so sim-

ple, they all say "Once you walk on to the campus you just know" I definitely did not have that 

feeling. I can't help but ask, "What state will I be in?" "Will I be close to home?" 

It makes me upset that I my friends won't be as accessible to me and that's what gives me the 

bad feeling in my stomach. What will I do without them? I know I'll make new friends, but I 

really don't want to live a life without them. It's so frustrating that I could scream!  

Eventually I found "my college," and I'm definitely excited to go. I have my roommate, but I 

still have that uneasy feeling. I just want to pack up my family, my house, my friends who 
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have become like my sisters ,and especially my dog. I want my mom to be able to tell me that 

"Today will be great." Everyday. In person. 

But unfortunately, life doesn't work like that. Life forces you to meet all of these amazing peo-

ple and poof! They are taken away from you! Then you're asked to go to college... A place full of 

new people, and chances that you go to the same school as your best friend are very slim. I 

never believed the day would come that I would be going to college. What happened to time? 

Where did it go? How did it go by so quickly?   

 

When? 

Courtney Murphy 

 

When would I have liked to live? If I could do my life over again, I wouldn’t change anyone in 

my life, but I would change the time in which I’d live and grow up. I would have wanted to 

grow up in the 1950's. I say this because my parents were both born in the 1950's and they tell 

me amazing stories about their childhood. 

Continued on page 8. 
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Although I was born 18 years ago, in 1997, and most people did not have cellphones, technolo-

gy still took up a part of my childhood and a MAJOR part of my teenage years. I wish I grew 

up in a time that Nintendo 64 didn’t exist, and VCR tapes weren’t a thing. I especially wish that 

my teenage years were not consumed by social media. I wish that I could enjoy a night out with 

friends without having to endure conversation interruptions from someone receiving a text or a 

Snapchat notification. I wish that people still sent out greeting cards rather than searching for 

someone’s name on Facebook and sending them an online message to stay in touch. 

I wish that people still went out on fun dates instead of staying at home and watching Netflix 

on the couch. I wish that people would enjoy nature more often rather than sitting behind a 

computer screen inside the house. I want to live in a time when life was simple and more enjoy-

able. I want to live in a time when more time was spent enjoying the company of others, in-

stead of time spent obsessing over the media and who is doing what. To sum up everything I 

am saying, I want to live in a time when people were more appreciative and genuine. That is 

when I would have liked to have lived. 
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Three Thoughts from Katie Lynch 
 
Human Experience 
Katie Lynch 
 
The world can be a genuinely confusing place sometimes, and I feel as though I have no way of 
knowing where I fit into the puzzle. I know in my heart that God had a reason for putting me in 
this world, but at times I can’t help but slip into a cynical state of mind in which my purpose is to 
do the dishes or the laundry while my sisters bicker, or to laugh at the jokes my friends make, 
wasting the time that I could be making them laugh myself. Then I remembered something im-
portant—I like to hum quirky songs while I do the dishes. I always have a good laugh from the 
times my friends and I goof off. Above all, when I do those mundane things, I make somebody’s 
world a better place, and who’s to say that that somebody can’t be myself? A whole world is wait-
ing for you if you know where to look, but you can only do that when you look at it in the way it 
was meant to be seen. 

When God created the human race, he gave us a gift unique to any other beast that exists in this 
world: the ability to create. While humans cannot do the fantastic displays of cosmic power, such 
as designing the universe or pulling back the waters of an entire sea, we can make plenty of other 
things. Six thousand years, or more, ago, our ancestors invented the wheel. Semitic-speaking peo-
ples created the first alphabets four thousand years into the past. The compass, democracy, steam 
engine, cotton gin, airplane, telephone, refrigeration, electricity, automobiles, the light bulb, the list 
could last forever. All these things seem mundane, but all of them changed the world. Every hu-
man being has the potential to create, and if you don’t see how to create, here is my advice—
recycle! Take what you see every day and look at it from a different perspective. It’s good for the 
old imagination, which in turn is healthy for the spirit. If you just have an attitude of gratitude and 
a strong imagination, you have one more wonderful gift: resilience. Resilience is the ability to 
bounce back, no matter what life has to offer. I truly believe that there is a silver lining around eve-
ry rain cloud. Once you find it, you can turn any ordinary day into an extraordinary one. It all 
comes down to perspective. 

If you have the courage to trust in God's plan, you'll find that no one decides who you are except 
Him and you. As a Catholic, I believe with all my heart that God put me in this world for a reason, 
but even God needs human cooperation to make this world the best it can possibly be. Keep a 
strong spirit, a resilient heart, and my personal favorite, the knowledge that you can seize the day. 
Every minute is a new opportunity to create, to learn, to teach, to build, to grow, to laugh, to love, 
to pray, to think, to wonder, to dream, to give, to make, to see, to hear, to smell, to touch, to feel, to 
choose,  to BE. God blessed the human race with free will, the ability to decide what to do our-
selves, and it disgusts me how some people abuse this privilege. That means it is up to us to fix it. 
You might ask yourself, "What can I do?" Well, Steve Mariboli, author of Life, The Truth, and Being 
Free, was generous enough to make us a list: 

 

“Dare to Be” 
 
When a new day begins, dare to smile gratefully. 
When there is darkness, dare to be the first to shine a light. 
When there is injustice, dare to be the first to condemn it. 
When something seems difficult, dare to do it anyway. 
When life seems to beat you down, dare to fight back. 



10 

 

When there seems to be no hope, dare to find some. 
When you’re feeling tired, dare to keep going. 
When times are tough, dare to be tougher. 
When love hurts you, dare to love again. 
When someone is hurting, dare to help them heal. 
When another is lost, dare to help them find the way. 
When a friend falls, dare to be the first to extend a hand. 
When you cross paths with another, dare to make them smile. 
When you feel great, dare to help someone else feel great too. 
When the day has ended, dare to feel as you’ve done your best. 
Dare to be the best you can – 
At all times, Dare to be!” 
 

 
Eleanor Roosevelt once said,  “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams,” 
and after writing this, I know now, more than ever, just how right she was. No one can stop your mind 
from thinking and your soul from believing. Just dare to smile in every situation, and never give that 
up. As long as you hold the truth in your heart, the truth that this world is a good one, you can do any-
thing. The human race has been on earth for millennia, and we are not gone yet. If our ancestors had the 
courage to see things another way, so can we. We can open our eyes, make every moment count, and 
make today, tomorrow, and every day after a great day. To me, when you remember that and live by it, 
that is the human experience. 
 
 

Sunny Day 

Katie Lynch 

 
Emerald-green grass rocked back and forth in the same gentle breeze that cooled her face without send-
ing her braids flying into her face. The sunlight filtered through the pines around the park. Each swing 
and slide and even the pavement sparkled in the afternoon sun. Not a cloud could be found in the 
boundless azure sky. You could smell the pre-excitement of a summer morning—that feeling where you 
can almost sense the fun that people are going to have here once they arrive, set to the tune of excited 
giggling and a hundred cicadas. 
 
When she was younger, her favorite story for her parents to read her was Winnie-the-Pooh. Her favorite 
part was always the scene near the end with Winnie the Pooh and Christopher Robin. One sentence in 
particular stood out: “Sometimes, if you stand on the bottom rail of a bridge and lean over to watch the 
river slipping slowly away beneath you, you will suddenly know everything there ever is to be known.” 
Maybe this was something like that. One small moment in which all the world is at peace. 
 
 
 
Wintertime 
Katie Lynch 
 
Winter is tumbling through the snow in the backyard with the dog, as he bounds through the lawn in 
search of the stick you threw. It's fresh pumpkin bread on its way out of the oven. Winter is that little 
Christmas tree, and your little sister practicing "Jingle Bells" on the piano. Winter is your favorite red 
and black hat with that Pom-Pom. This time of year is the neighborhood kids attempting to make their 
snow angels fly and turning up the heater and making yourself comfortable in bed with a copy of a fa-
vorite book, and humming "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" and "Let it Snow" to yourself. 
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Poems Based  on the Latin Poetry of Catullus 

 

Based on Catullus 51  

Cara Bancroft 

 

I see your face shine through the crowd, 

It’s hard to know you standing there, 

My ears hear not though it’s still loud,  

You laugh with friends and do not care.  

 

When you walk by, your eyes meet mine, 

There are no words that come to mind, 

For without you I won’t be fine,  

Someone like you is hard to find.  

 

My eyes won’t stray from your bright smile,  

It’s contagious, I smile too.   

You’ve made her happy for a while,  

Shredding my heart I feel so blue.  

 

I am idle waiting for you,  

I know we could last forever,  

If you move on my chance is through,  

If I let go we’ll be never.  

 

 

Spellbound (After Catullus 51) 

Kayla Bayusik 

 

I met him before he met me 

I heard his tale behind a wall of glass 

He's distant but he's all that I can see 

Grey eyes reveal to me his tragic past 

 

Chorus: 

He taught me how to fight and win 

He helped me to my feet when I fell down 

Each touch was like a flame so very thin 

And now all time has stopped, since I'm spellbound 
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I cannot think when he is near 

At first I hated him, now I can't breathe 

An endless ringing echoes in my ear 

I look at him and all my senses leave 

 

He taught me how to fight and win 

He helped me to my feet when I fell down 

Each touch was like flame so very thin 

And now all time has stopped, since I'm spellbound 

 

Those grey eyes fade with every step I take 

This sudden change is killing me inside 

And now I'm leaving damage in my wake 

I said I didn't love him, but... I lied 

And as I go, I can feel my heart break 

 

Now I know how to fight and win 

But he can't help me up when I fall down 

Each thought hurts my heart like it's stuck with pins 

Now that I'm gone he can't make me spell bound. 

 

I met him before he met me 

And now I left him before he left me 
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Based on Catullus 8 

Mackenzie Barrall 

 

I understand that you don’t care for me 

yet maybe you are right and we must part 

but something always tells me we should be 

together just like we were at the start 

 

Some people say you never felt the same 

I want to think our love was not a lie 

I thought that we were once a lovely flame 

of love but even that has passed us by 

 

I will not crumble at the loss of you 

who made me happy once upon a time 

your evil lies have killed my splendid view 

when I believed that you were so divine 

 

I know that my heart will hurt from the pain 

no person can take my place in your life 

and now you feel you’re alone in the rain 

I stay strong though you cut me like a knife 

 

 

 

After Catullus 51 

Thomas Burnham 

 

I looked at you and did not know: 

Conceal my love or let it show? 

Reveal to you how I do feel, 

or to the gods my case appeal? 

 

I see you sitting there and think: 

I feel that I am on the brink. 

Can any words describe with truth, 

a face in such a bloom of youth? 
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I feel a heat beneath my skin, 

To cool it I’d sin any sin. 

But now I know none can be done; 

In respite I have too much fun. 

 

But is all my hope truly lost? 

I might fix this, but at what cost? 

To be with you, my heart would sing, 

But now who knows what that might bring? 

 

 

 

After Catullus 8 

Caroline Sablone 

 

The love between us has long since  

passed away, yet I still wince  

when I think of you, my prince, 

 

Back then the suns shone bright for us 

but now our love has turned to rust 

and I am left with broken trust.  

 

And I must stand strong through the pain 

My loss will never be your gain.  

I’ll be the sunshine to your rain.  

 

So who, my love, will hold you tight? 

And who will set your heart alight? 

And who will show you wrong from right? 

 

So long, my dear, I have moved on. 

I will stand fast; my heart is strong. 

Without you I will move along 

to where I have always belonged.  
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Exercises in Rhetoric 

Painful Perfection 

 

Exordium: 

When you think of dance you probably think of the final product: the performance, the glittery 

costumes, and people somehow defying gravity with jumps and turns. Dance is so much more 

than that. You know that feeling when you score a goal, make a touchdown, or make a basket? 

That feeling is what dancers feel whenever they walk out on stage. It's a feeling that makes you 

realize that all of the pain, the hard work, it's all worth it. But how would you feel if this thing 

that you love, this thing you work really hard to be good at, was seen as easy and childish to 

everyone else? 

 

Narratio: 

Dance is seen as a pastime here in America, when in reality it is a lifestyle. There is an Ameri-

can girl named Joy Womack who has the honor of studying at the Bolshoi in Moscow. Joy was 

practicing for a role in a performance when her foot started to hurt. She was afraid that she 

had an injury. She was afraid that someone would take her place in the performance. She was 

afraid that she would be forgotten. Joy continued to dance on her foot until the performance 

came, but by then there was no one ready to take her place, she had to dance. She danced 

through the first part of the performance, and she cried when she got off stage, she danced the 

second part of the performance, and again she cried when she got off stage. Joy had broken her 

foot and her parents had no money for the surgery; they had no money to keep Joy enrolled at 

the Bolshoi; it was all over for Joy. Someone payed for her surgery, and that someone also 

payed for her to continue studying at the Bolshoi. This is the story of Joy Womack, a dancer 

who had a second chance, a second chance that not many dancers have. 

Have you ever heard of a dance training program? Dance training programs are when dance 

becomes your whole life. At the Joffery program dancers practice from nine until four and then 

do their schoolwork from five until nine for an entire year. Dancers are obligated to take part 

in these programs, to take technique classes, to condition their bodies, to practice even when 

they are not in class, and to always work through the pain. There are hundreds of different 

training programs, between schools like Joffery, Julliard, and Alvin Ailey, that dancers spend 

their lives participating in. After hours of working en pointe or even flat, your calves and 

thighs burn, your feet are numb, burning, and sometimes bleeding, and your whole body is 
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aching. So when dancers take these training programs, or spend hours at the studio, they don't 

want to hear anyone complain about having practice late, being tired after, or still having 

homework to do. Trust me, dancers know the struggle. 

Underestimating sports happens all the time. It can happen with any sport, but for dancers it's 

not so much underestimating, it's the fact that people believe that we just prance around a 

stage. Can you survive an adagio? Can you do fifteen à la secondes? Can you perfectly execute 

a pas de deux? Can you understand anything I just said? Dancers need to remember terms like 

“ronde de jambe,” which means to circle around the neck of the foot, “picé” which means to 

prick, and “jeté” which means to throw. We not only need to remember these terms and their 

meanings, but we also have to remember what moves they are. 

Now if you say that dancers are appreciated because some of them are famous, then let me ask 

you, have you ever heard of Misty Copeland? Have you ever heard of Mikhail Baryshnikov? 

Misty Copeland is a famous African American ballerina who is a principle dancer at American 

Ballet Theater. She earns about 100,000 dollars a year; don't forget she is at top payroll of the 

company, yet is currently earning more money from her appearance in the Under Armor cam-

paign, “I will what I want,” than from her career as a dancer. She is forgotten as a ballerina, 

yet she is known as an Under Armor advertisement. However, Mikhail Baryshnikov is a fa-

mous Russian ballet dancer and he has a net worth of about 45 million dollars. He is known as 

one of the best dancers of all time. In comparison, Jerry Rice, who is called one of the best foot-

ball players of all time, has a net worth of 55 million dollars. The difference between the 

amount of money that people put into ballet in Europe and Asia compared to here in America 

is astonishing. Here in America, sports like football are all that there is. Dance is underrated, it 

is underfunded, and it is forgotten. 

 

Refutation: 

There are other arguments that people might give. Some people might say that everyone 

knows about Boston Ballet. Do you know the names of any of the principal dancers? Have you 

seen any ballets other than the Nutcracker? No one knows the names of the principal dancers 

who have worked for practically their whole life to get to this point in their career. No one 

knows the names of famous dancers from things like So You Think You Can Dance. No one 

knows the names of famous choreographers and dancers from TV shows or movies. Yet we 

know most of the names of football players, or we can recognize their name, or tell what team 

they are on. People also might argue that athletics brings more advantages to young people 

than dance. Sports work your body and make you physically fit. So does dance. Sports help 
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your coordination. So does dance. Sports help you challenge yourself to become better. So does 

dance. However do sports help your posture, flexibility, balance, and detox your body? Dance 

does. Dance also helps work your brain and memory. You need to remember hundreds of dif-

ferent terms in French, what direction your head should be facing in different positions, and 

rules like “when in arabesque your hand should be in front of your nose, your arms should be 

relaxed, and you should look over the top of your hand.” When dancers are working their 

bodies correctly we think, “Shoulders down, long neck, elbows up, pull up, legs straight, abs 

engaged, butt tucked, breathe, point toes, arms forward, turn out, don't roll, don't sickle, hold, 

energy, square hips, breathe, extend and smile.” 

 

Confirmatio: 

The dance world is very competitive. There is no way to say when or why you will find a com-

pany that will pay, or when you will be forced to leave a company. One day you are in, one 

day you are out because of an injury, or someone better than you has come and taken your 

place, or even if you have just fallen out of favor in the company. 

Dance is more than just a form of exercise, strength, and athletic ability. It requires more than 

work to dance, it requires feeling, appreciation, and a special quality to be great. Dance is an 

art form. When you see a sculpture or a painting it can inspire feelings in you, it can tell a sto-

ry. This is what makes dance so amazing, but at the same time, its what makes it so amazingly 

hard. Dance is an art form. Dance can portray sadness, it can portray happiness, it can inspire 

heart breaking feelings, or it can inspire joy and hope. Dance is an art form. Dance can be an 

escape from painful situations, it can be a safe place where people celebrate and express them-

selves. Dance is an art form. Dance is a language in itself, it can portray things that words 

can’t. Dance is a way that you can find yourself and lose yourself at the same time. When you 

dance you can forget your problems, you can forget your work, and you can let everything 

disappear into the music. Dance is an art form. 

 

Peroratio: 

In our world dance is irrelevant. The sophisticated people that used to see ballets and operas in 

a beautiful theater are now the unrefined fans watching a football game on their TVs. No one 

cares about the stars of the dance world, or the choreographers and costume designers that 

work behind the scenes to make everything perfect. And most of all no one cares about the ex-
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cruciating work that goes into dance. Dance is more than football or any other sport, it com-

bines athletic ability with art in an amazing way. A quote that accurately describes this is, “and 

those who were seen dancing were thought to be insane by those who could not hear the mu-

sic.” 

Dancers need to physically exert themselves but make it seem like they are just taking a walk 

in the park. If you can make it seem like you are not tired when you play a sport I would glad-

ly like to see. And if you still think dance is appreciated enough in our society, the door’s over 

there. 

 

 

The Electoral College 

Dom Caturello 

 

Exordium: 

Is it not sad that in the United States of America, the abode of democracy, a Democrat in Texas 

and a Republican in Massachusetts both have no say in electing their own president? Is it not 

sad that any American who wishes to vote Green or Libertarian in a presidential election must 

instead pick the “lesser of two evils” to provide their persons with some portion of representa-

tion in the vote? Is it not sad, then, that our nation continues to let this problem run its course 

although many better systems are available to us? Rather than providing the nation with an 

ingenious, foolproof system for electing the president, the Electoral College serves to gnaw at 

the democratic values we hold in such high esteem and produce a presidential result which 

might likely displease the majority. 

 

Narratio: 

The Electoral College is the process by which the President and Vice President of the United 

States are elected. This is not a direct popular vote, but instead voters elect representatives 

called “electors.” There are only 538 electors, but they hold the true power of voting for the 

President. A candidate needs a majority of electoral votes to finally occupy the Oval Office. 

The United States territories, with a combined population of over four million, get absolutely 

no electors. If you think that’s crazy, the candidate with the most votes in each state, with only 

Maine and Nebraska being the exceptions, takes all that state’s electors. From this winner-take-
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all policy, candidates have been able to lose the popular vote but win the election not once, not 

twice, but three times in American history. Ah, but it doesn’t stop there; it is possible for a can-

didate to win an election and receive only 22% of the popular vote. The winner-take-all policy 

of the Electoral College robbed 20 Californian electors from Romney and 16 Texan electors 

from Obama in the 2012 election. In 24 states, electors don’t necessarily have to vote for whom 

the citizens they represent voted for, a fact that has been exploited over 80 times, namely when 

a Minnesota elector voted in 2004 for “John Ewards,” a misspelling of the name of John Kerry’s 

running mate. Yes, his vote went to a vice presidential candidate. 

 

Refutation: 

Some might say that the Electoral College allows small states to defend themselves against 

large states, which without this system would be able to oppress these smaller states with their 

high populations. They might also assert that the Electoral College prevents candidates from 
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neglecting the small states and simply focusing on those with high populations. This is com-

pletely false; presidential candidates do not focus on every state equally, but instead on the 

states where political affiliation is divided rather evenly, like Florida and Ohio. These “swing 

states” prevent candidates from campaigning in states where political affiliation is significant-

ly left or right because it is pointless for them to waste their money campaigning where the 

verdict is basically predetermined. Many of those predetermined states are small states, like 

Vermont and Wyoming, so the Electoral College in fact eliminates any incentive for presiden-

tial candidates to pay attention to smaller states. My opponents might also claim that even 

though this system has its flaws, it is the best voting system available. To them I say, there are 

many excellent voting systems readily available for our use. Consider the Alternative Vote, in 

which each party’s candidate is placed on the ballot, and voters simply rank them by prefer-

ence. By switching to this voting system, all American voters would have equal representation. 

If we switched to the Alternative Vote, all Americans would have the opportunity to vote for 

whom they support most, and not exclusively for whom they wouldn’t mind. 

 

Confirmatio: 

In many ways, the Electoral College is nothing short of corruption. Its support of a two-party 

governmental system causes people with deviating ideologies to vote simply for the candidate 

they “don’t mind” in an attempt to prevent the one they strongly dislike from taking office. 
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Therefore, the Electoral College makes many people vote not for the candidate they like, but 

against the candidate they dislike. For example, someone who identifies with the Green Party 

will vote for a Democrat because if they vote for the Green candidate, then under our convo-

luted two-party system, their vote counts as one against the Democrats and for the Republi-

cans. This is the same for a Libertarian, who might vote for the Republican candidate to ob-

struct the Democrat from gaining power. How, I ask, is this democracy? How can this be 

called “rule of the people,” when so many are forced into party lines? How can this be justi-

fied? The Electoral College grants more voting power to citizens of small states than those of 

larger ones. It gives each state, including Washington, D.C., at least three electors, and then 

distributes the rest by population. However, the “at least three” clause causes this allotment 

system to be completely disproportionate. Take Wyoming and California, for example. Wyo-

ming has the minimum of three electoral votes, but has a population of just over 560,000 peo-

ple. California has around sixty-six times that population, but only eighteen times the amount 

of electoral votes. That means that a voter in Wyoming has around three and a half times more 

representation in the Electoral college than one from California. This system is clearly unfair; 

before being Californians or Wyomingites, Connecticuters or Washingtonians, Coloradans or 

West Virginians, we are Americans, and our votes must be counted equally. That is what we 

deserve. The voter misrepresentation of the Electoral College not only favors certain states, but 

it also favors certain parties in each state through its winner-take-all policy. The candidate 

with the most votes in a state wins all that state’s electoral votes, regardless of how wide or 

narrow the margin was by which the candidate won. So, if a candidate wins by one vote in 

California, a state with 55 electoral votes and almost ten percent of the Electoral College under 

its belt, then California will give all its electors to that candidate who won the single extra vote. 

That is not democracy. That is tyranny. This policy produces the possibility of candidates losing 

the election, despite winning the popular vote. That situation occurred in 1876, 1888, and the 

strikingly recent 2000. Yes, Al Gore lost the 2000 election to George W. Bush, although he won 

the popular vote by over half a million people. Finally, the Electoral College gives no represen-

tation to American territories, namely Puerto Rico, which has a population greater than that of 

Vermont, Maine, and Rhode Island combined. 

 

Peroratio: 

The Electoral College is an overcomplicated, corrupt voting system. It represents the popula-

tion in an unequal manner, gives no representation to territories, and forces many citizens to 

vote for the “lesser of two evils” out of pure desperation. Its utter misrepresentation of the 

opinions held by the citizens of the United States has lost some candidates the election, and 

consistently proves itself an inadequate voting system for our wonderful country. 
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Why Federal Funding for NASA Should Be Increased 

Thomas Burnham 

 

Exordium: 

Picture this: A father and his son are out late at night, looking through a telescope. The boy 

sees the stars. He sees the planets. He sees the moon. The child doesn’t fully understand how 

far away they are, but he knows they are beautiful and mysterious. The child could go to those 

far away places. He could walk on a planet, fly by a star. Live on a new colony of humans. But 

at the rate the current space program is progressing, he will be long dead before he has a 

chance to do any of those things. So will we. But there is hope for the future. That child could 

have a chance to live on the moon, and travel at incomprehensible speeds. So could we. If we 

were to place the space program and NASA into a more important position in our nation, we 

could see these things in our lifetime. If we were to allocate more funds for the space program 

and NASA, it would benefit this country and the entire human race. 

 

Narratio: 

NASA is clearly not doing well. Although they are responsible for some of the greatest scien-

tific achievements in history, their budget has drastically decreased in recent years proportion-

al to the rest of the federal expenditure. NASA recently retired their only means of putting 

people into space, the space shuttle. Now, brave astronauts from our own country have to 

travel into space with our old rivals in exploration, the Russians. But how is it possible to in-

crease funding for NASA? It shouldn’t be through a tax increase, or by taking away funds 

from other government programs. The solution is to decrease funding for the military, and use 

that money for NASA. 

Currently, the funding that goes to NASA is about half a percent of the total US budget. The 

budget for the military is 54% of the total. That’s more money than NASA. That’s more money 

than health care. That’s more money than welfare. That’s more money than internal improve-

ments. That’s more money than education. In fact, that’s more money than all of those things 

combined. More than half of the taxes that every person in this country pays goes towards 

paying for instruments of destruction. In fact, the military budget of the United States is more 

than the next seven countries combined. The cost of a single Nimitz class aircraft carrier, a sin-

gle ship in the U.S. Navy, is 25% of NASA’s budget. If we decreased the military’s budget by 

1%, we could almost quadruple NASA’s budget. 
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Propositio: 

We can all agree that it’s possible to increase NASA’s funds. As I just showed we could raise it 

by an enormous amount without putting a dent in the rest of the federal budget. 

Confirmatio: 

But why should we increase NASA’s budget? Sure, going to space is cool, but how does space 

exploration benefit our everyday lives? Artificial limbs, ear thermometers, scratch resistant 

lenses, memory foam, freeze dried food, solar power: these are just a few of the things that we 

have NASA to thank for. In addition to funding countless projects, NASA maintains a data-

base of over 1800 inventions that came directly out of the space program. But beyond everyday 

life, NASA may be our biggest hope for the long term survival of our species. The survival of 

our world, threatened by climate change, over population, inequality, nuclear annihilation, 

and a variety of potential disasters, hangs in the balance. We can only do so much in the short 

term to fix these problems. The solution to these plagues is to expand beyond this planet. Hu-

mans have always been expanding and exploring, why should we stop now? We were never 

meant to be a sedentary species. First we ventured out of Africa. Columbus explored and 

found the Americas. Early pioneers of our own country conquered all the way to the Pacific 

Ocean. Humanity’s venturing, expansion, and conquering need not stop, and it may be the on-

ly way to save our people from self-destruction. 

 

Refutation: 

As with any issue, there are those who oppose the space program. There are some who say 

that every dollar this country has needs to go towards benefitting the people, and the space 

program doesn’t directly do this. There are some who say that the cost of space is too great in 

another way, that the human lives lost in exploring the stars are not worth what we gain. 

There are some who say that there is no point in funding NASA anymore, since we’ve won the 

space race. These arguments may appear reasonable on the surface, but in reality, they don’t 

hold up. To those who argue that the space program is a waste of money, I say that there are 

far greater wastes of money in the federal budget, and that space exploration is in fact not a 

waste of money. As I have discussed, the military budget is the real culprit, and the space pro-

gram does benefit the people. Social security, benefits, healthcare, and infrastructure are all 

worthwhile causes. But these expenses, along with the money spent on NASA, all pale in com-

parison to the amount spent on the military. This is not a worthwhile cause. Our missiles 

should be pointed up towards the stars, containing people, not at Moscow, Beijing, and towns 
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and villages full of innocents in the Middle East, containing explosives and nuclear warheads. 

To those who say that the cost of human life is too great, I simply offer this quote from the as-

tronaut Gus Grissom: “If we die we want people to accept it. We are in a risky business, and 

we hope that if anything happens to us, it will not delay the program. The conquest of space is 

worth the risk of life.” Grissom, along with his crewmates Ed White and Roger Chaffee, died 

from a fire on the launch pad of Apollo 1, testing the rocket that would take man to the moon. 

Astronauts know what they are getting into, they understand the risk. And they do it anyway. 

They are willing to sacrifice it all for the greater good. And the conquest of space is truly for 

the greater good. Finally, there are some who say that we have won the conquest of space. The 

Soviets are gone, the only flag on the moon is same one that hangs now outside our school. But 

I say that the conquest of space is never truly over. There are new planets to explore, new dis-

coveries to make. We never have to stop. If some think that the only benefit of space explora-

tion is defeating rivals, they do not understand the true reasons for science and discovery. The 

search for knowledge and the benefit of humanity are far more important causes than a politi-

cal rivalry. 

 

Peroratio: 

To understand how important space exploration is, we have to think in the grand scheme of 

things. Three hundred years from now, it won’t matter what third world village was destroyed 

by a multimillion dollar cruise missile. What will matter are scientific discoveries, and what 

will matter are technological advancements that humanity has made, and what will matter is 

the progress we have made as a species, and what will matter is whether or not we can sur-

vive. By decreasing our military spending and increasing funding for NASA, we can truly con-

quer the final frontier and better our entire planet, and every person on it. 

 

 

 

Animal Testing 

Caroline Sablone 

 

Exordium: 

Burning skin, brain damage, blinding, the implantation of electrodes into the brain, and over-

all, severe suffering. No one would wish these things on their worst enemy, so why do we sub-

ject animals to such cruel torture? Thousands of innocent animals are murdered every year 

due to animal testing. One hundred million each year in the United States alone. Whether it is 

for the use of cosmetics or medical advancements, these innocent creatures are dying. Imagine 
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your pet going through incredible torture, isolated in a barren cage when they aren't being 

subjected to experimentation and testing. Imagine your puppy being forced to inhale up to 

thirty cigarettes worth of smoke per day. But instead of your pet, now it is an animal who has 

never known the loving touch of an owner, or ever had a friend or companion. This animal, a 

beagle, has been chosen to be tortured and experimented on because of its loyalty and trust-

worthiness towards humans. In its blood, this beagle wants to trust and please the humans 

around it and now it is being punished for its unconditional love. If you could stop the pain of 

this poor animal, would you? 

 

 

Narratio: 

Animals that are forced to undergo testing for our own personal benefit are subject to cruel 

torture that can only be ended by their inevitable death at the end of experiments. According 

to Animal Aid director Andrew Tyler, “The definition of torture is to extract information from 

a subject through violence and stress.” If people remain uneducated to the horrors of animal 

testing and don’t stand up to help, animals around the world will continue to be “tested” un-

der this definition of torture. In an experiment at University College London, eleven cats had 

part of their skulls removed, were paralyzed, and had electrodes and probes inserted into their 

brains to measure information that would be of little use to the scientists conducting the exper-

iments. In another experiment conducted by Cardiff University, scientists sewed the eyes of 

kittens shut in order to research a lazy eye condition. Imagine the pain and suffering and con-

fusion and panic of these defenseless animals. In an experiment conducted by the NIH, a gov-

ernment program funded by the tax dollars of U.S. citizens, scientists have been ripping new-

born monkeys from the arms of their mothers for 30 years, locking them in dark boxes with no 

outside contact for days on end, and filming them as they develop mental illness, some even 

ripping off their own skin because they are in so much mental distress. Monkeys, genetically 

the closest animals to humans, feel pain and suffer just like you and I do. Imagine if you were 

forced to feel the pain that these animals feel every day, were poked and prodded and experi-

mented on without knowing what you had done to deserve such cruel punishment. But that 

doesn’t stop scientists from experimenting on them, causing them incredible pain, and killing 

thousands of them every year. In fact according to PETA, People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals, Massachusetts experiments on and kills more primates than any other state in the 

U.S. Many experiments like this are conducted all over the world. Some incredibly horrific ex-

periments have been conducted at Columbia University. The eyes of baboons were cut out, 

some while the monkeys were conscious. Pregnant monkeys were forced to wear backpacks 

pumping nicotine into their fetuses to purposely cause birth defects. Yet people still find ways 

to argue for animal testing. 
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Refutation: 

Incredible advances in the fields of science and technology have made alternatives to animal 

testing possible. Many will argue that animal testing is absolutely necessary, whether it be for 

medical research, or the testing of cosmetic products. It is a fact that alternatives to animal test-

ing could prevent the deaths of millions of animals worldwide every year. Many will argue 

that rules and regulations protect innocent animals from severe suffering. It is a fact that 95% 

of animals are not protected by the AWA (Animal Welfare Act) and therefore undergo unregu-

lated experiments that may cause severe suffering. Many will argue that animals have no 

rights, so it is acceptable to experiment on them. It is a fact that animals feel pain just as you 

and I do, so subjecting them to lives of unending pain is incredibly unethical. But how do we 

know animals feel pain? It’s easy to tell. They vocalize it, eat less, they stop socializing with 

other animals, their heart rate increases. Sound familiar? That’s because you experience the 

same reactions to our own pain. Is it not clear that animals feel pain just like you and I? 

People argue that animal testing is better than its alternatives because it is more cost effective 

when in fact, the case is quite the opposite. Animal testing can actually cost up to hundreds of 

thousands of dollars more than its alternatives. Alternatives to animal testing are not only 

more cost effective than animal testing, but also produce much faster results than animal test-

ing, which can take up to 45 years to produce useable results. Some people think that they can 

justify animal testing by saying that they are willing to let as many animals die as needed if it 

means that their child might be cured of cancer or another disease. What these people don’t 

know is that the alternatives can actually be more accurate than animal testing. That’s right, 

your daughter can be cured of cancer without any dogs, monkeys, or rabbits dying in the pro-

cess of finding a cure. 

 

Confirmatio: 

As time has passed, public objection to animal testing has begun to grow. As the adoption of 

domestic pets has increased, people have begun to view the mistreatment of animals as unethi-

cal. This view has continued to grow, especially in the youth of the world today. Students like 

you and I have grown up in a world that is continually developing, growing, and changing, 

especially in the realm of science and technology. Our parents and our grandparents grew up 

in a world where animal testing was viewed as acceptable, because there were no alternatives, 

and that is understandable. Anyone would rather see the death of an animal than the death of 

a human. 
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However, I can’t sympathize with these views any longer, because I can see the alternatives.  

Laboratory testing can be used to study cell cultures in a Petri dish, producing more relevant 

results because human cells can be used rather than animal ones. EpiDerm and ThinCert are 

two types of artificial human skin that can produce more accurate human results without caus-

ing pain to animals. Microfluidic chips can be lined with human cells and can recreate func-

tions of human organs, eliminating the objection that animals are needed to see effects on the 

body and its systems as a whole. 

 

Peroratio: 

Animal testing should be a thing of the past. Although it was previously viewed as an accepta-

ble method of scientific advancement, it has now become outdated and is clearly unethical 

compared to its alternatives. Previous civilizations of people believed that cutting people open 

and bleeding them was a cure to illness. Future generations proved that this method was com-

pletely wrong, and new medicines and methods are better at treating diseases and injuries. Pre-

vious generations thought that animal testing was an acceptable method for scientific advance-

ment. Today's medical technology has proven that there are safer, more accurate methods for 

making new medical discoveries that do not involve torturing innocent animals. Wouldn't you 

prefer a more accurate test that also didn't cause the deaths of hundreds of animals? This is 

possible if scientists begin to end animal testing for good and become more educated in its al-

ternatives. 
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Essay 
Irina Noonan 

 

Austin Prep versus Bishop Fenwick; one of our biggest rivals. The Austin fan section is going 

crazy, chanting and screaming, supporting the football team also known as “The Boys of Fall.” 

I can hear the cheerleaders cheering “Green and white! Green and white! Beat the rivals! Go 

cougars, go!” The fan section joyously echoes the chant, jumping up and down in the stands, 

causing a ruckus.  

When I first arrived at Bishop Fenwick for the 7 o’clock game, I was afraid that the Austin fan 

section was not going to show up because of the foggy, rainy conditions. I anxiously walked 

up to the booth, bought my ticket, and scurried to the bleachers to see who had already ar-

rived. There were only seven of us cheering on our team in the beginning, which was quite 

upsetting, but I reminded myself that we have a strong community and more people will show 

up. Sure enough, Austin students began pouring into the bleachers! Dressed in pink to support 

breast cancer research, mobs of pinked-out students began cheering for Austin while they 

walked over to our section. Rain or shine, our fans support our teams!  

The intensity throughout the game between the Austin players and the Fenwick players was 

tremendous. There was fighting, screaming, and shoving on the field when plays weren’t even 

being made. Austin secured the first six points, followed by a try for an extra point, which we 

received! Austin was winning, 7-0. All of a sudden, Bishop Fenwick starts running down the 

field and we see them jumping up and down, rejoicing. They just got a touchdown, but worst 
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of all, they continued to win. They kept getting touchdowns, but that didn’t quiet down our 

fan section. We were chanting the “Defense” cheer, shouting out specific boy’s football num-

bers, letting them know that we still support them no matter what. In the last minute of the 

game, we were winning, 21-20. But in the last five seconds, Fenwick got a touchdown, shock-

ing all of us, causing us all to be speechless. We were so confident that we were going to win, 

but I guess the saying is true, you win some, and you lose some. 

Even though we did not win, our fan section was truly amazing. Throughout the whole game, 

I could hear everyone screaming and cheering our team on. I could see that everyone was hav-

ing a great time and enjoying themselves, even though the weather was not as great as it could 

have been. Everyone was smiling and laughing, taking pictures to look back on years from 

now, and remember what it felt like to come together as a community, supporting our fellow 

students. I began to hug everyone, thanking them for coming out even though the weather 

was not in our favor. Abby Lynch and I had bought pink light sabers that we were waving 

through the air throughout the entirety of the game. The smell of rain on the pavement was 

strong, but comforting, because it reminded me of the Austin parking lot after a rainstorm has 

come through. The smell of concession stand food, pizza, and Dunkin Donuts hot chocolate 

was clearly evident wherever one walked. Before the game, Abby bought fries and a pizza, 
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which left the taste of cheese and potatoes in our mouths. It has also become a tradition that we 

tailgate with pizza and fries, therefore it reminded all of us of the classic taste of Friday Night 

Football. 

This football game will always be imprinted in my mind, due to the amount of spirit, pep, and 

pride that we all shared for our fellow students on the field. Although we may have lost, we 

quietly and proudly walked away when Bishop Fenwick players began motioning to us to look 

at the scoreboard, a reminder that we had just lost. The Austin fan section will always support 

the Boys of Fall and will stand with spirit, character, and pride at every game, no matter rain or 

shine, win or lose. 
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