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In Early Morning 
Alexia Andrikopoulos 
 
In early morning the birds start to sing, 
Cheery and bright their tiny voices ring. 
Flowers seem to sway to their little song, 
Blowing in the breeze standing tall and long. 
 

Across the lane is the blue rolling sea. 
I bask in all its glory and beauty. 
Oh, how many creatures it holds within, 
New life finally ready to begin. 
 

Above shaded reds, blues, and yellows, 
Beneath which through the trees soft wind bellows. 
The glowing sun finally lies to rest. 
A quiet time which the moon likes the best. 
 

The ocean, the sun, the birds, and the sand, 
God is “creator of all of the land.” 

Poems 

At Last the Sun Peeks 
Kelsey Roy 
 
At last the sun peeks through for one more day 

Although it has got so much more to say 

Let’s sit here and be at ease and have some fun 

While we soak in the days of the sun 

  
Think of the rain and how it falls and mounds 

Think of the trees and how they sway and sound 

Think of the flowers who dare to be bold 

Take a moment and just wait and just hold 
  
Nature is good, or so we say and say 

Until it disappears one lonely day 

Unseen and untouched and so very dear 

Corrupt and destroyed I cannot hear 

  
Nothing more, nothing less, but He’s still there 

Pray to Heaven and He’ll hear the prayers 
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Nature is Everything 
Tara King 
 
Nature is everything that is in sight, 
Nature is seen in the days and in the nights. 
All around, the world is seen in color, 
Without it, life would be a lot duller. 
 
Nature includes water, wind, fire, and earth, 
Seasons give the world a sense of rebirth. 
Summer means the ocean, Spring brings flowers, 
Fall means leaves, Winter brings snow showers. 
 
In the water, in the trees and flowers, 
Without nature, the world would seem without power. 
Beauty of nature changes by season, 
We should enjoy the earth for every reason. 
 
Everything is good as the Bible states, 
We should appreciate what God creates. 

Do You Hear the Tree? 

Catherine Urick 

 

Do you hear the tree, out there in the rain? 

The water droplets pounding like a train. 

It is enough to keep you up at night,  

But tree, rain, or night will not bring a fright. 

 

Sometimes the sun, and moon, and golden stars, 

All appear to be so small and so far. 

But here, there are trees and large rocks, 

And yet they look so giant and are building blocks. 

 

Thoughts of sand beneath my feet, might bring some sleep. 

The ocean waters begin to creep. 

Slowly, the white foam makes its way to me, 

And finally, it goes back to the sea. 

 

Sometimes I sleep and other times I dream, 

But outside I see God’s creation gleam 
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Nature Comes in Very Many Colors 
Olivia Calias 
 
Nature comes in very many colors 
Some are much prettier than the others 
Every time you look, you see all new ones 
They all reflect the beauty of the sun 
 
Sun warms your head, shoulders, and all ten toes 
Sunny sky is what helps the world to grow 
It knows how to bring love and joy to you 
It has a way of wiping away blues 
 
Yes, the sun feels great, but what is that fresh smell, 
That great smell that makes you want to yell? 
It's the fresh cut grass being blown around 
Joy spreads when you hear that lawn mower sound 
 
God is who we should thank for all of this 
He did it all so nothing would be missed 
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The Leaves Grow 
Tori Chambers 
 
The leaves grow colors of orange and red 
Fall is beginning, so the leaves will shed 
With sounds of birds chirping and leaves crunching 
The cold winds brings fireplaces burning. 
 
Winter now takes over as it grows cold 
Snowflakes fall down and all life starts to fold 
As we hide the weather still carries on 
And still nature’s beauty cannot be gone. 
 
Spring brings new beginnings, life, and rebirth 
Flowers bloom open all over the Earth 
Green will come through and say “hello” once more 
Wildlife reappears, grows, and soars. 
 
However through this all the sun still shines 
God always is there no matter the times.  
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The Warm Breeze 
Bridget McCarthy 
 
The warm breeze blows upon a blue river 
It flows to and fro, swirls around a bend. 
A cool place to swim, it does deliver 
Finally, summer has returned again. 
 
An arc of color spreads across the sky, 
Red and orange, yellow and indigo 
Atop the luscious trees, the birds do fly. 
Where they'll end up, no one knows. 
 
I went into the woods a clear summer night 
And sat under the bright, glimmering stars. 
They danced before my eyes, oh, what a sight. 
How I wish I could be up there sitting on Mars. 
 
Take a look at nature, so pure and real 
Reminiscent of God, how do you feel? 

Grass is What We Notice  
Declan McCadden 
 
Grass is what we notice everywhere, 
Yet we do not think and we do not care. 
A whole other world of life and color, 
That we cannot begin to discover. 
 
The abundance of life found in the trees, 
The frogs, the bugs, and even the monkeys. 
The many shades of green, from up to down, 
It is certainly hard even to frown 
 
Feeling the heat on a hot summer's day, 
We truly don't want it another way. 
Provide the light so that we all may live, 
Despite all the sunburns, I will forgive. 
 
Beauty surrounds us, from where does it come? 
The answer is bigger: God's where it's from.  
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Come Dawn 

Laura Makary 

 

Come dawn, 

Come day, 

Like a fawn, 

There I lay. 

 

No worries, 

No care, 

Wind flurries 

Through my hair. 

 

Feel the rain, 

Feel the breezes, 

As the sky 

Gently sneezes. 

 

At night, sense the stars, 

And take flight beyond Mars. 

In the Woods 
Hannah Malvone 
 
In the woods I come across a river 
It begins to be cold and I shiver 
As the night goes on sounds start to differ 
So I stay and listen to trees whisper 
 
All night long the animals run and hide 
So I begin to watch them from the side 
They all represent such beauty and pride 
As their communities start to collide 
 
At dawn I went to the waves with my mom 
Even with the waves crashing I feel calm 
The waves and sand crunching sound like a Psalm 
And I now hold the ocean in my palm 
 
All of God’s creations are made with love 
And we see this through creatures like a dove 
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Cooling Waters 
Abby Walsh 
 
Cooling waters that drip, flowers that fall, 
Without this world I have nothing at all. 
Out by the water is where I am free 
Taking in everything that I can see. 
 
Thunder and lightning on a summer night, 
Staring out into the white glowing light, 
Heavy rain falling from ash colored clouds, 
Who knew the sound of peace could be so loud? 
 
Bright as the ocean, as clear as the sky, 
Everyone is born and everyone dies. 
The color blue has always felt like home, 
So back into the ocean we will roam. 
 
Let nature grow and thrive in all nations 
And teach me, God, to love your creation. 

Summer’s Leaves 
Haley Nedroscik 
 
Summer’s green leaves are turning into red 
The sky is golden and the grass is dead 
All around, the apples and pumpkins grow 
The setting sun has a warm autumn glow 
 
The sky is dark, with silent snow falling 
Quiet everywhere, no birds are calling 
Trees lost their leaves, their branches now are white 
No one outside on a cold, snowy night 
 
Green leaves, emerald grass, and yellow sunshine 
Flowers of all kinds are blooming in time 
Slowly the weather is now improving 
What a beautiful time: New England in spring 
 
Seasons, the weather, the water, the sky 
God’s gifts around us that money can’t buy 
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Our Seasons 
Ellie Richards 
 
The ocean breeze is nice to smell; 
Sand goes as far as I can tell. 
The hot sun hits our skin all day; 
There’s nothing better than the beach in May. 
 
The leaves begin to fall as it gets cool; 
There’s no more swimming in the pool. 
As we all wave summer goodbye, 
The trees and leaves begin to die. 
 
The winter snowflakes fall so fast, 
The air is so cold it’s hard to last, 
Snowmen dance around and around, 
And feet of snow fill up the ground. 
 
God created this world for all; 
We thank him for everything, big or small. 

Gifts from God 
Ella Saracco 
 
I saw birds up so very high 
Who were flying in the blue sky 
Come down near the big, bright, green trees 
Right along with the buzzing bees 
 
Then I walked right past the big truck 
I saw a dozen baby ducks 
Who were all crossing the long street 
In a straight line, so very neat 
 
Near the trees full of thin green pine 
That looked so beautifully fine 
That made my hands very sticky 
But still were so far from icky 
 
All these things that you may find odd 
Are all beautiful gifts from our God 
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Our Planet 
Dara Syed 
 
Earth, from far away looks like a blue dot 
It is not too cold, nor is it too hot 
That is what makes our planet just right 
It is just perfect for existing life 
 
The trees are so magnificent and tall 
I heard some change their colors in the fall 
The trees have roots which run deep in the ground 
They’ll be alive longer than I’ll be around 
 
After the rain, the ground becomes so wet 
The sky is colorful during sunset 
In the daytime, the sun’s light is so bright 
The moon’s light is too, in the time of night 
 
All this made by the one we cannot see 
Almighty praise to the one G-O-D 
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Thank You, God 
Maeve Crehan 
 
Look outside and you’ll see it all, 
Such pretty colors made in fall. 
Blink just once and you might not see 
All the colors God made for me. 
 
Down and down may the leaves all go, 
Which shows that there will soon be snow. 
Seasons changing, holidays too, 
So much fun, it’s hard to feel blue 
 
It’s so hot on a summer day, 
But better than school back in May. 
At the beach for more than a few, 
Enjoying nature’s prettiest view. 
 
Many thanks to God for all this, 
Such gorgeous nature you can’t miss.  
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God’s Creations 
Maddy Kokot 
 
The plants all grow strong and steady, 
All the animals of the land roam, 
Each creature is always ready, 
Ready to protect their home. 
 
The waves crash on the sandy shore, 
The crabs scurry from the big feet, 
Jellyfish stings make kids’ feet sore 
No one fights the sharks, cause they’re hard to beat. 
 
The birds fly so very high, 
Through the thick fog that stays so low. 
The trees are where the sloths go lie, 
When they move they are very slow. 
 
Thank you so much for all you do, 
God, for all these gifts we owe to you.  

The World Around Us 
Joe Kelley 
 
All of the trees are brown, and they stand tall. 
Those same trees’ leaves are green and soak up the sun. 
There sure is lots to be seen in the fall. 
Try smiling, as it is a lot more fun. 
 
We humans sure act all too important 
Inside a world that has a lot of life. 
We should do our best and help the planet, 
If we fail we will have to pay the price. 
 
Most of the flowers are full of color, 
Looks like winter missed out on this, bummer. 
I think it is a good thing that these are 
Always to be seen in every summer. 
 
Nature is full of many awesome things; 
God gave all of us these as his blessings. 
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What are the Three Most Important Values in 

Your Life Right Now?  

Integrity, Empathy, & Humility 
Jasmine Joseph 
 
The three most important positive values in my life currently are integrity, empathy, and 
humility. The importance I place on these qualities has been affected profoundly by the 
closing of my high school career and my upcoming move to college. The idea of leaving 
the only place I’ve ever lived and moving to a new state by myself is difficult to come to 
terms with, and I think these three values have shown, even with so many big changes 
coming, to be always applicable and always admirable. 
 
Integrity is strength of character. It’s the ability to do and/or believe in what you know is 
right despite what others might tell you to do. Many times people are afraid of the back-
lash they might receive by voicing their opinions, or of the lack of support they might re-
ceive from others. However, holding on to your principles fosters accountability and 
strength of character. So, even though in the moment you might feel alone in your beliefs, 
having integrity shows others that you are dependable and do not back down at the first 
sign of trouble. Reflecting on the past four years, I think the most important trait I’ve de-
veloped and my favorite characteristic is my integrity. 
 
Empathy is a value that I believe you can never stop improving. The ability to empathize 
with others regardless of their age, gender, race/ethnicity, social class, appearance, etc., is 
invaluable. Many times people get so caught up in themselves that they forget to consid-
er how their actions will affect other people. Since we all have different experiences, 
sometimes it’s hard to put ourselves in the shoes of those around us. Still, being able to 
do this is such a commendable quality and creates a warm personality. The characteristic 
I find myself seeking most often in those around me is empathy. 
 
As we see in the Bible, humility is one of the most important qualities we can have.  Pride 
is healthy in moderation, but we have to know when to be humble and acknowledge our 
flaws. I didn’t truly appreciate the importance of humility until I began actively reading 
the Bible, especially the New Testament. Jesus is the ultimate example of humility and his 
sacrifice should inspire us to try our best to be humble every day. Humility is a quality 
that can get you very far in life, and, at the same time, make you more appreciative than 
you would have been otherwise. 
 
In conclusion, I think these three traits are extremely valuable because they strengthen 
character and make you a warmer, more understanding person.  
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Tenacity, Humility, & Positivity 
Lauren Joyce 
 
As seven years at Austin Prep come to a close, I seem to be at a strange place in life. My 
time at a place I love so much is coming to a close, while I anticipate starting a new jour-
ney that I have prayed for for so long. Leaving in June for what is going to be the hardest 
summer of my life (at the Naval Academy) definitely warrants some anxiety, but I also 
want to cherish my time as a senior and look forward to the positives of my whole experi-
ence at Austin. As I transition schools and my life from civilian to military, I see the most 
important values for me to hold steady to are tenacity, humility, and positivity. 
 
If I don’t see the results I want in something, I can always return to the fact that I tried my 
best. If I were to choose my legacy, I would just want people to remember me as kind and 
hardworking. I approach things with the attitude of there being no point in doing some-
thing if you don’t give it 100% effort. When I play on the field or court, I get into a zone 
where nothing is going to stop me. I try and approach all other obstacles with the same te-
nacity. 
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Humility is also something that I value immensely. As school winds down, there are a lot 
of things that I am getting accolades for. These are wonderful, and it is such a great feel-
ing to get credit for all my hard work. However, I know what it took to get to this point in 
my life, and not everyone gets recognized for all their hard work. I am very lucky to have 
had the opportunity to come to Austin Prep and be exposed to so many things. I know it 
will be important to stay humble moving forward into the Navy, because I will be at the 
bottom of the ranks, and surrounded by so many extraordinary people. 
 
The importance of staying positive is also something that can’t be overstated. I am really 
trying to enjoy all of the activities of the end of the year and appreciate my chance to go 
to such a great school next year. I know that staying positive is the only way I will be able 
to enjoy my time at the Academy.  
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Goodbye to All 
Amanda Bransfield 
 
I will miss the many teachers I’ve had; 
Their humor and support made the days not so bad. 
All my friends I will miss dearly, 
To my heart I will keep them nearly. 
Long car rides to school with music blasting, 
All these memories will stay lasting. 
 
Goodbye to all my friends and foes. 
When forced to come, we couldn’t wait to go, 
But now the door is open, and we want to stay, 
Wishing for just one more day. 

All of My Friends 
Jacqueline Leuci 
 
All of my friends have made me glad 
And leaving them makes me quite sad. 
So on this last day of high school 
I need to remain calm and cool, 
Because even though I feel the pain, 
I know one day I’ll see them all again. 

At Austin Prep 
Alyssa DeSimone 
 
At Austin Prep I’ve been provided with so many new chances; 
I will never forget my classes or school dances; 
I enjoyed going to prom with my friends; 
I recall wishing that it didn’t have to come to an end. 
The teachers I love make it hard to go, 
But I’ve enjoyed it more than they will know. 
 
As we come to the end, we struggle to go, 
But we must remember that every goodbye starts a new hello. 
Some will feel happy, and some may cry, 
But whether we want to or not, we must say goodbye. 

Farewell from the Class of 2017 



  

 

I Had Fun 
Joshua Duarte 
 
I say farewell to high school and my class, 
Hello new experiences, friends, and college I hope to pass. 
Goodbye teachers and everything I’ve known; 
Hello, future, it’s time to leave my home. 

A Fond Farewell 
Marissa Frate 
 
I leave the halls and say goodbye, 
Against all odds, my face stays dry. 
One last time I close my backpack, 
Goodbye, Austin Prep, but I’ll be back. 
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